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Custom Properties and Fast Search in Solid Edge ST9

This Tech Tip looks at using custom file properties in the Solid Edge built in data management.

Solid Edge ST9 added Built-in Data Management which directly integrates with Solid Edge and allows you to
manage your documents. This data management tool is not an addition to other document management
software like SharePoint or Teamcenter but stands on its own.

This Built-in Data Management captures file properties, prevents file and part number duplication, provides
fast searching and where-used results. It supports Life Cycle Management as well as controlled distribution
through cloud file services.

Custom Properties

Using custom properties helps you searching for specific files and organizing your data. It is good practice to
use ...Program Files/Solid Edge ST9/Preferences/propseed.txt to add custom properties to Solid Edge files.

Please read ST9 help and the comment lines in propseed.txt for more information about content and syntax.
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Example:

\\ Define custom properties
Begin Define Custom
define finish;text;

define Mfg Type;text;
define Vendor;text;

End Define Custom

\\ Contents of finish list
Begin Finish

gold;

nickel;

copper;

default=nickel;

End Finish

\\ Contents of Mfg Type list
Begin Mfg Type

Turned;

Machined;

Purchased;

Assembled;

Injected;

Press Break;

default=2;

End Mfg Type

\\ Contents of Vendor list
Begin Vendor

ACME;

CRATE & BROTHERS;
INITEK;

default=2;

End Vendor
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Custom Properties
[#]1 have custom properties in my Solid Edae file(s) that I want to perform fast search on. I have
defined them in the following location(s):
roperty seed file™:  C:\SE-5T9'Preferences\Propseed. txt
lser templates®:

(*) Path is defined under 'File Locations'.

View Custom Properties...
Set Custom Properties

- Collects all custom properties from the default templates
and the propseed. bt

(@ I keep most of my files on this machine

Solid Edge File Location{s)

[#]1 am just starting to use fast search or I have recently added new custom properties and want to
re-index my Solid Edge file(s)

Set Locations...
Index My Files

7 Adds all Solid Edge files within specified locations to local
Windows Search Index

(©) I work with others and we keep our files in a shared drive on our network.

) The lead user or admin should run the ‘Fast Search Configuration’ utiity on the machine with the
shared drive. There is nathing further wau have to do to kake advantage of Fast search,

Apply
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Custom Properties

[#]1 have custom properties in my Solid Edge file(s) that I want to perform fast search on. 1 have—
defined them in the following location(s):

roperty seed file™:  C:\SE-5T9'Preferences\Propseed. txt
lser templates®:

{*) Path is defined under 'File Locations',

View Custom Properties...
Set Custom Properties

- Collects all custom properties from the default templates
and the propseed. bt

(@ I keep most of my files on this machine Registered Custom Properties

Solid Edge File Location{s)

[#]1 am just starting to use fast search or I hai Mame Type
re-index my Solid Edge file(s)
finish String

Set Locations... Mfg Type String
Vendor String
Index My Files i} a{d
i

(©) I work with others and we keep our files in a share

7 The lead user or admin should run the 'Fa:
shared drive. There is nathing further vaul

Apply
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In the Solid Edge options on tab Fast
Property Search make sure to set custom

properties.

Note:

If your files are stored on a shared
network drive the Fast Search
Configuration wizard must be run on the
machine with the shared network drive.
You will find that wizard on the Solid
Edge install disk.

You can View Custom Properties to
verify all properties have been set for

fast search.
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@ I keep most of my files an this machine i Users

@ Twork with others and we keep our files in @

4 Indexing Options

Custom Properties
[¥]1 have custom properties in my Salid §
defined them in the following location|

2,726 items indexed
c& Indexing complete.

(=) Path is defined under 'l Locatiof | Index these locations:

roperty seed fle  C:\SE-STO
ser templates:

View Custom Properies...
Set Custom Properties

Induded Locations Exdude

2internet Explorer History (DEHAMMICHA. ..
-] r History (PLM\michael;

! Start Meru
AppData; AppData; AppData
Windows Sticky Met€s (DEHAMMICHAEL...

Solid Edge File Location(s)
Windows 5ticky Notes (PLM\michaels)

[7]1 am just starting to use fast search
re-index my Solid Edge fle(s)

Set Locations...
Index My Files

Modfy | [ Fpadvanced | [ Bjpase |

How does indexing affect searches?
Troublesh: rch and indexing

Close

Solid Edge Options

General

View

Colors

Save

File Locations
User Profile
Inter-Part

File Management
Assembly
Assembly Open As
Units

Dimension Style
Helpers

Drawing Standards
Annotation

Item Numbers

Simulation

Custom Properties
[#]1 have custom properties in my Solid Edge file(s) that I want to perform fast search on. I have
defined them in the following location(s):
Property seed file™  C:\SE-ST9\Preferences\Propseed. bet
User templates™:

{*) Path is defined under 'File Locations',

View Custom Properties...
Set Custom Properties

+ Collects all custom propertiesfrom the default templates
and the propseed. txt

(@) I keep most of my files on this machine

Solid Edge File Location(s)

[#]1 am just starting to use fast search or I hayefecently added new custom properties and want to
re-index my Solid Edge file(s)

Set Locations...

Index My Files + Adds all Solid Edge files within specified locations to local
Windows Search Index

) T work with others and we keep our files in a shared drive on our network

Apply
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For the properties to be used in fast
search you need to index your files. First
select the project folders you want to
index.

Note:

Folders remain indexed and update if
files are removed or added. Select Set

Locations and Modify to select your

project folders.

Then click /ndex my files.

You can close this Menu. Indexing will
proceed. In relation to the number of
files this takes some time and does not

impact your further work.
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2 || After indexing your files, custom properties can be

Details:

Select the details you want to display for the items in this folder.

[ Total editing time
[ Total file size

[ Total size

[] TTv/TTD phone
[ uRL

[7] user web URL
Vendor

[ vertical resolution
[7] video compression
[7] webpage

[] white balance
[T width

[] word count

|:| Writers

|:| Year

= Mowve Up

Show

Hide

Width of selected column (in pixels):

& 7x-0003_A Assembled

&) 7X-0004_A Assembled

& 7X-0005_A Assembled

Gl L s
H
2
IS
>

shown in Windows Explorer.

Size

In Windows Explorer right-mouse-click in any column

header, click more and choose columns you want to

display. In this example | select ‘Mfg Type' and 'Vendor'.
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| General I Sharing I Security | Previous Versions | Customize

What kind of folder do you want?
Oiptimize this folder for:

[Documerrts v]

Also apply this template to all subfolders

Folder pictures

Choose a file to show on this folder icon.

Restore Default

Folder icons

‘You can change the folder icon. If you change the icon, it will
no longer show a preview of the folder's contents.

|

In order to see this view configuration in all your folders,
right-mouse-click on this folder and select Properties. On
the ‘Customize’ tab select Optimize this folder for

‘Documents’ and Also apply this template to all subfolders.

-

|
Folder Options =

| General | View |Search|

Folder views

You can apply the view (such as Details or lcons) that
you are using for this folder to all folders of this type.

| ApplytoFolders | |  ResetFolders |

Advanced settings:

Files and Folders

[] Always show icons, never thumbnails

[] Aways show menus

Digplay file icon on thumbnails

Digplay file size information in folder tips

[ Display the full path in the title bar (Classic theme only)
Hidden files and folders
@ Dont show hidden files, folders, or drives
(0) Show hidden files, folders, and drives

Hide empty drives in the Computer folder

Hide extensions for known file types

Hide protected operating system files (Recommended) ~

Restore Defaults

| »

m

OK || Cancel || 2eply

Now you can apply this view to all views of type
‘Documents’. In Windows Explorer select Organize Folder
and Search Optiori. On the 'View' tab click Apply to all
Folders.
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This lets you sort, filter and search your data also by your custom properties in Windows Explorer.

Name Date modified Type Size Mfg Type b Vendor
] 7x-0024_ A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 200KB Purchased C? Assembled
&) 7x-0032.A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 2707KB Purchased _ Injected
] 7x-0048_A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 179KB Purchased @ Machined
] 7X-0049_A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 350K8 Purchased . Press Break
] 7x-0089_A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 2045KB  Purchased ¥ Purchased
] 7X-0090_A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 336K8 Purchased . Tumed
] 7x-0091_A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 252KB  Purchased |/ Unspecified
&) 7x-0092_A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 1079KB Purchased INITECH
&) zx-0115_ A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 374KB Purchased ACME
] 7x-0116_A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 332KB Purchased ACME
&) zx-0120 A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 223KB Purchased ACME
E ZX-0121 A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 221 KB Purchased ACME
E ZX-0137 A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 229KB Purchased ACME
&) zx-0138 A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 258 KB Purchased ACME
, - B 4 E BS99 —hoimy %
GO.,P vﬁtﬁkesulsin(ompoﬂ - e & = 'I",'Im, 4 x
Organize v Savesearch  Bum =~ 3 0
E *  Name Date modified Type Size Folder path Vendor -
Bl De: @ ZX-0054_ A 14.04.2016 00:07 Solid Edge Part Do... 353KB D:\SolidEdge\ST9\... ACME
8 Do &) zx-0051_A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 379KB D:\SolidEdge\STO\... ACME
El Req & 7x-0050_A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 288KB D:\SolidEdge\STO\... ACME
@ ZX-0138 A 14.04.2016 00:07 Solid Edge Part Do... 258 KB D:\SolidEdge\ST9\... ACME
; Libra @ ZX-0137 A 14.04.2016 00:07 Solid Edge Part Do... 229KB D:\SolidEdge\ST9\... ACME
Hoo{7| @zX02A 14.04.2016 00:07 Solid Edge Part Do... 21KB DASolidEdge\ST9\... ACME
J Mu E] ZX-0120_ A 14.04 2016 00:07 Solid Edge Part Do... 23KB :\SolidEdge\ST9\... ACME
&= Pic & zx-0116 A 14.04.2016 00:07 Solid Edge Part Do... 332KB D:\SolidEdge\ST9\... ACME
. Vid @ ZX-0115_ A 14.04.2016 00:07 Solid Edge Part Do... 374KB D:\SolidEdge\ST9\... ACME
@ ZX-0049 A 14.04 2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 350 KB "\SolidEdge\ST9\... ACME
= DEH/ & 7x-0048 A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 179KB D:\SolidEdge\ST9\... ACME
‘ Sys_ Ej ZX-0024_ A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 200KB D:\SolidEdge\ST9\... ACME
s Dat i] ZX-0140_ A 14.04 2016 00:07 Solid Edge Sheet ... 485KB D:\SolidEdge\ST9\... ACME
R ug_ @ ZX-0038_ A 14.04.2016 00:07 Solid Edge Part Do... 194 KB D:\SolidEdge\ST9\... ACME
SRR @ ZX-0037_A 14.04.2016 00:08 Solid Edge Part Do... 197KB D:\SolidEdge\ST9\... ACME |
% file Q ZX-0002_A 14.04 2016 00:08 Solid Edge Assem... 293KB D:\SolidEdge\ST9\... ACME
Ssel”
p 16 items
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Fast Search in Solid Edge

In the Open file dialog click Search. If you browse for the folder to search in, colours indicate indexing. Green

folders are indexed and ready for fast searching. Red folders are not indexed.

i ™
B Search |_EE |
3
My searches: - Save | Delete
Look in folder: b:\ScIidEdge\STQ‘l,Built—in Data Management'_Design Manager;D: Y%undenYarge-asm;D: \SolidEdge’, 5
[T 5earch for results in subfolders
Criteria [Clear Criteria ] [ Clear All ] [ Tips ]
Il
Propef N <
5 | Browse B —
Filena |
1| Lookin: H—[E
eoxin Available folders:
1 [a System (C:) ""] = H E=D:\solidEdge\STS\BUilt-in Data Manageme| | [
L - BB 0: kundenYarge-asm H
SRR BD: \solidEdge \sT9)
1 | Autodiscover r =
./ IngresIl
|/ Program Files elp
| . Program Files (x86) |
Results o SCT << Remove inager
iy ]
Dcucu_ } temp Remaove L
1. Users
1 | Windows I
| 1| 1 | r L
[ (6]4 ] ’ Cancel l ’ Help
L A
Results per page: Total Hits Results generated M 4 Page 1 of M
Close
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In the Search dialog select a property from the list and define the search criteria.

-
87 Search =
My searches: - Save Delete
Lookin folder: D:\SclidEdge'\sT9'Built4n Data Management!_Design Manaager), -
Search for results in subfolders
Criteria Clear Criteria ] [ Clear al ] [ Tips ]
Property Criteria =
Mfg Type = "machined" OR "purchased”
Title contains "cover” OR "housing” -
- |
Document Name Address Title Last Modified 5EStatus
MMF-00058-002_A.par D:M\SolidEdge\ST9Buil... | UPPER GREY HOUSIMNG | 14.04.2016 00:0... | Available
MMF-00072-002_A.par D\SolidEdge\5T®Buil... | COVER 14.04.2016 00:0... | Available
MMF-00075-002_A.par D:ASolidEdge\STHBuil...  HOUSING BASE 14.04.2016 00:0... | Available
MMF-00079-002_A.par D:M\SolidEdge\ ST Buil... | UPPER HOUSING 14.04.2016 00:0... | Awvailable
MMF-00103-002_A.par D:\SolidEdge\ST"Buil... | CLEAR COVER 14.04.2016 00:0... | Available
MMF-00231-002_A.par DM\SolidEdge\STOBuil... | BATTERY TERMINAL ... | 14.04.2016 00:0... | Available
ZX-0128_A.par D:\SolidEdge\ST9Buil... | SIDE COVER 27.04.2017 14:1... | Available
ZX-0129_A.par D:\SolidEdge\STBuil... | LEFT SIDE COVER 27.04.2017 141... | Available
ZX-0131_A.par DM\SolidEdge\ST®Buil... | RIGHT SIDE COVER 27.04.2017 14:1... | Available
ZX-0132_A.par D:\SolidEdge\STBuil... | LEFT SIDE COVER B 27.04.2017 14:1... | Available
Results per page: 10 Total Hits 10 Results generated  14:37:07 M| 4 Page 1 of 1 P M
L™ A

You can start Property Manager on the list of found files to see more properties to find and open the file you

need.
7 Property Manager =8| %
Files of typs
&[G (&) [ @ Nolevels ) BOM view
Document Name. Last Save Date Title Document Number Revision ... | Project Name SEStatus File Type Mg .
& ZX-0128_A.par 04.03.2016 21:53:38 SIDE COVER ZX-0128 A ZUMEX JUICER Available Solid Edge Part Document Machined
Oa| 7X-0120_Apar 04.03.2016 21:54:28 LEFT SIDE COVER. X010 A ZUMEX JUICER Available Solid Edge Part Document Machined
| MMF-00058-002_A. par 25.06.201517:57:11 UPPER GREY HOUSING MMF-00058-002 A Master Mover Available Solid Edge Part Document Purchased
D] MMF-00072-002_A.par 15.06.2015 150441 COVER MMF-00072-002 A Master Mover Avalable Solid Edge Part Document Purchssed
5| MMF-00075-002_A. par 23.06.2015 18:56:25 HOUSING BASE MMF-00075-002 A Master Mover Available Solid Edge Part Document Purchased
0] MMF-0007-002_A.par 23.06.2015 18:55:21 UPPER HOUSING MMF-00073-002 A Master Mover Available Solid Edge Part Document Purchssed
] MMF-00103-002_A.par 26.06.2015 20:57:06 CLEAR COVER MMF-00103-002 A Master Mover Available Solid Edge Part Document Purchased i
[] MMF-00231-002 A.par 15.06.2015 14:57:36 BATTERY TERMINAL COVER MMF-00231-002 A Master Mover Available Solid Edge Part Document Purchssed N
] ZX-0131_Apar 05.08.2015 18:46:37 RIGHT SIDE COVER 013 A ZUMEX JUICER Available Solid Edge Part Document Purchased
D] 740132 Apar 23.03.2016 17:5358 LEFT SIDE COVER B X013 A ZUMEX JUICER Available Solid Edge Part Document Purchssed
ok |[ cancel ][ Hep




